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CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
} HEADQUARTERS 223D COMBAT SUPPORT AVIATION BATTALION
APO Sen Francisco 96238

AVGD-IE : 14 November 1967

SUBJECTs tional Report for Quarterly Period 31 October 1967
(RCS CSFOR-65)
TOs SEE DISTRIBUTION

SECTION I Significent Organisational Activities
1. (U) General

a. During the reporting period, the 223a Cambat Supvort Aviation -
Battalion continued to render support to countcrinsursoney, opprations in
the II Corps Tactical Zone, to the fullest extent possible. o 212th
Combat Aviation Battalion became operational on 19 August 1967 and thus
gained control of Army Aviation elements in I Corps. The 223d Cambat
Support Aviation Battalion was then relieved of command, administration
and logstical responsibilities of the 131st Surveillance Airplane Company,
220th Reconnaissance Airplane Company and the 2824 Assault Helicopter °
Company. On 15 September 1967, this battalion was also relieved of admini-
stration and personnel responsibilities for the 196th Assault Support
Helfcopter Company. This change has enabled the 223d Cambat Support Aviation

Battalion to concentrate its entire effort to providing fixed avietion
support to US Forces, Free World Military Assistance Forces and Forces
within the II Corps factice} Zone. During the period 1 August - 31 October

1967, the battalion had the distinction of being visited by the following:

. (1) Colonel David G, Gust, Deputy Commander, lst Aviation
Brigade visited the 2234 Cambat Support Aviation Battalion om 13 August 1967.

(2) On 29 August 1967, the Commending General of the lst
Aviation Brigade, Major General George P. Seneff, visited the Battalion,
General Seneff was briefed on the battalion's operstions and inspected the
battalion's facilities. '

' (3) Colonel Parson, Assistent Commandant of the U,S. Army
Avigtion School visited the battalion on 23 Soptember 1967. A conference
was held by Colonel Parson to discuss and evaluate the effectiveness of
£ixad wing training at tho USAAVNS in proparing aviators for RVN operations,

- Downgraded at 8 year Intervals
RoTRp Declassified after 12 years
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(4) On 1 October 1967, Major Genoral Robort R, Williams,
General, 1st Aviation Brigade, was the honored guest during the
234 Combat Slpgort Aviation Battalion Change of Conmand Ceremony. Lieutenant
Colonel Leslie H. Gilbert assumed coammend of the aviation battalion vice
Ideutenant. Colonel John H Richardson,

The battalion, on 28 August 1967, completed its move into the newly
constructed headquarters building on {ho east side of the Qui Nhen Army
Airfield. This construction project not only enabled centralisation of
the Battalion Staff tut provided more favorable working conditions and
building facilitios. Through the excellent cooperation and effort of all
conocorned vith the building ocomstruction the projoct was a succoss. A new
BOQ in the battalion aree is now under construction to provide adequate
quarters for all staff mombors.

be (U) The 18th Aviation Company has continued to meet its mission
roquiraments in all four Corps Arcas of tho Republic of Vietnam and MAAG-
Thai, Theiland with flight platoons located at Da Nang, Pleiku and Fha Trang,
and one aireraft in Bangkok, Thailand.

Tho primary task at the Company Headquarters in Qui Nhon is
maintenanco support of the flight platoons. The company's availability
ratc was oighty porcent during the quarter, which roprescnts a throe por-
cent increase over last quartor. Also, the 18th Aviation Compeny's U-1
Adrcreft arec presantly boing rotrofitted with the new ARC 54 radio. The
company area improvement and goneral onviromment upgrade program has stead-
ily progressed through the quarter. Tho complotion of the mess hall reno-
vetion was acocomplishod, a now company thoator is noaring completion and
tho Ordorly Room is undorgoing renovation,

The First Flight Platoon continuod to support the 5th US
Spocial Forces Group and the 3d US Marine /mphibious Force. The 5th US
Spocial Forcos Operation Delta started on 15 Septomber 1967 for a duration
of forty-five days. Tho platoon, utilizing its U-1 aircraft and a U-6A
aircraft on lonn fram USARV Flight Detechmont to augmont the platoon re-
sourcos, has flown on an avorago more than ten hours per day in support
of "Oporation Dolta".

The Second Flight Platoon at Pleiku continued to support tho
II Corps Area, JUSPAO and tho 5th US Spocial Forcos Group and MAGTHAI in
Bangkok. A relocetion of aircraft from HOLLOWAY ALF to Now Pleiku is
planned, but has not beon accomplished as anticipated due to a shortage
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of ramp space and the presont number of aircraft desed at tho field. The
relocetion is planned in that the 5th Special Forces, whom the 18th Aviation
Company suprorts and billets with is in close proximity to the Ploiku Alr
Force Base which would afford closer coordination and decrease transport
time, Tragedy struck the Second Platoon during tho month of August with |
the loss of an aircraft and the crew, which resulted in a reduced opera-

tional cabability. .

Tho Third Flight Plstoon (PROV) continues to support the 5th
U,S. Spocial Forces Group and JUSPAO throughout all four of the Corps areas.

ce (U) During this period, the 183d Reconnaissance Airplane
Company has continued to perform its visual reconnaissance mission in sup-
port of the II Corps visual roconnaissance program within its four assigned
provinces. On 1 Septomber 1967, the 185th Reconnaissanco Lirplene Compeny
assuriod this compeny's mission in Darlac, Quang Duc end Lem Dong Provinces.
The airplanes and crow made evailable by this chenge were redistrituted in
Binh Thuan, Ninh Thuan, Khanh Hoa and Tuyen Duc Provinces. These four
provinces enconpass some 19,200 kilometers of jungle, mountains and coas-
tal plains., In addition, a four airplane section of the first platoon
contimied in diroct support of the fAmerical Division Artillery at Chu lei.
This soction has suprorted the Americal Division for the entire period arnd
has boecn primarily responsible for that organization heving the highest
ratio of observed artillery fire to unobsorved fire, in Vietnam. Also,
the corpany has continued to support the U.S, Special Forces Recondo School
at N}m"grang, on en on call besis, the U,S, Navy Coastal Survoillance
Center for coastal observation between Tuy Hoa and Phan Thiet ond hes
assunod the reag:::ibﬂ:lty of flying a dawn and dusk visual reconnaissance
of the Dong Ba ~ Cam Ranh Bay defensive perimeter in coordination with
the area defense Camander., Assumption of this mission hes releascd a heli-
coptor gunship section for utilization on other missions.

Active participation by conpany aviators in canbat operations
wvithin their supported province has been oxomplary. In the Anmerical Division
arca of operations, the 1834 Roconnaissance Lirplanc ConpanY has bean highly
praisod for its contribution to the success of the division's combet offort,
This 1s ovidenced by the fact that three of thec four aviators stationed
thoro have boen recormondsd for valorous awards by the divisicn for actions
above and beysnd the call of duty. CWO Louis F, Koenen, Captain Devid B,
Murray and First Idoutenant Jamos R, Bagg2ll have all been rocommonded for
Distinguishod Flying Crossos. CWO Kecevan for saving his aireraft and ob-
sorvor, although seriously wounded, by noking a safe landing at an insocure
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eirfield with no aileron control; Captain Mwray for Jostroying a forti-
fied Viet Cong base aree and gathering intelligenco upon which highly
succossful subsequont operations wore oxscuted; and licutenant Bazzell
for saving an ARVN unit from cortain annihilation by the Viet Cong, In
Ninh Thuan province, Captain Richard H, Kamerling has boen cited for rout-
ing a company of Viet Cong who were massing to attack a fricndly hanlet

at night. In that action, he was credited with sevon Vist Cong KIA and
fifteen Viet Cong WI. confirmed,

Through the concertod efforts of all members of the company,
nany inprovenents have been nade throughout the company arca to provide
officient working facilitics, bettor security and norz comfortable living
conditions., Projocects that have been completed or arc in progress are: a
covered permancnt cormend bunkor and two covered pormancnt personnel bunkers,
porimeter guard tower with e sandbag revetted bunker, oxtonsion to unit day
roon to facilitate forming of an EM Club, continuous improvements to unit
ness hall, aircreft raintznance hangar is boing constructed by the 14th
Enginear Battolion, hot water has been piped to the troop showers and eight
0-1 aircraft rovetnents were constructed.

During this reporting period, the 183d R.LC "adopted" a new
orphenage in the Village of Ba Gnoi, Khanh Hoa province. The men of this
unit through donations end their own tine have contributoed to the improve-
rnent of living conditions, health and happiness of fifty childron. Through
coordination with the 10th Aviation Battalion flight surgeon, regular weskly
MEDCAP visits to the orphanage are being made, also, a young wonman, who is
enployed in the 183d RAC Mess Hall as a KP, was tekon to Saigon to an eye
spccialist for oxsnination and fitting of an artificial eye lost as a child.
Evon though tho operation is being done frac by the Victnamese hospitel,
considorable cost is involved in obtaining an artificial eye and billoting
the wenan in Saigon for approxinately six weeks. This exponse is volun-
terily being net by the men of the 1834 RIC,

Presently thirty-three percent of the enlisted personnel of
the conpany are serving on extensions in RWN, It is felt that this is a
prirmary indication of the high state of morale in the ecmpany.

de (D) The 185th Reconnaissancoe Airplane Compeny during tho past
quarter noved fron its stageing area at Dong Ba Thin by ennvoy to ite per-
nmanent in-country location at Ban Me Thouts The company carried with it
twenty throe tons of WABTOC and TOYE gquipment plus essential materials
end supplies for the construction of its cantonment area. Departure from
Dong Ba Thin was mede at 0740 hours on 1 August 1967 vie wehicle convoy

4




CONFIDENTIAL

. AVOD-IE 1 November 1967
SUBJECT: Operaticnal Report for Quarterly Period 31 October 1967

by way of Highway 1 to Ninh Hoas and Highway 20 to Bon Me Thout. The road
opening operution by the 23d ARVN Division was delayed and the unit was
forcod to spend one night in an open field 2long side the roed at Duc My,
The movenent of the unit the following day encountered no unforeseen delays
and 1t closed into Ban Me Thout (Coordinatess AQ 061001 ) at 1400 hours,
vhere it noved intc a tent city loceted at Canmp Coryell.

Through the concentrated efforts of all menbers of the conpany,
under the supervision of personnel fron the 1l4th Engineer Battalicn, con-
struction of the comprny's permanent buildings and the new centonment srea
was carried out throughout the months of /fugust and Septerber. A total of
ton buildings were constructed which were an orderly room, mess hall, two
EM boarracks, one senior NCO barracks, two officer BCQ's, a =upply and stor- |
ege roon, one operations building =nd one naintenance and techniccl surmply ,
building. Two additional structures, the notor pool building and ~n air-
craft maintenance hangar will be constructed in the near future as requests
are approved and materials become available,

—

The construction of the mnin aircreft narking ramp was com=
pleted on 15 Septembor 1967, aince then, sixteen ten foot high aircraft
rovetnonts have bean erecteis These revetnents were built in accordance
vith ongineor spocificetions and are constructed of two by four frane work,
covered with three quarter inch marine plywood and filled with ecarth. With
the conpleotion of the ramp and the aircraft reovetments, the 1l4th Engineer
Battalion terninated its mission in support of tho 185th Reconnaissance
Airplane Conpany and doparted 17 October 1967, Since then additional con-
struction and inprovernents have been done on a self-help besis.

L On 25 fugust 1967, personncl and equipment of the first and
second »latoons moved by the aerial port systen to their designated province
locations in preparation to going operational. The compeny assuned opera-
tional responsibilities for five provinces (Phu Yen, Phu Bon, Darlac, Quang
Duc, Len Dong) within the II Corps area on 1 September 1967.

Since its arrival in country, the 185th RAC has lost four
aircraft which has reducad the units capability to fulfill its operstional
nission. These aircraft have been lost as a result of aircraft accident
and conbet losscs and have boen dropped fran the unit's property books. f

_ @s (C) The 203d Reconnaissance Airplanc Conpany's advance party
arrivod by air carrier at Phu Hiep (Coordinntest CQ 201362 ), Ropublic of

Viotnan, their in-country location, on 19 October 1967. The advance party,
consisting of six key officers end four enlisted nen, were processed and

5
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given an in-country briefing by the 2234 Combat Sumport Avistion Battalion
at Qui Mhon, The Canander, Major Charles A, Stephonson III, was
briefed on the occupation of the unit cantormont area in the Phu Hiep e~
plex and the proposed stationing plan for the compeny's 0-1 assets. Approve
al of the oonstruction request for permanent type buildings has hot been
received as this reporting period ends.

Licutenent Colonel Leslie H, Gilbert, 2234 Combat Supnort
Avietion Battalion Cormander, welcomed the nain body in-country upon their
arrival, 27 October 1967, at Can Ranh Bay. Through maxirmm coordination,
the entire main body was irmodiately air-lifted by the Alr Force to its
in-country location. This operstion required a ninimun of three hours for
conplotion, The unit's aircraft arrived 19 October 1967 at Vung Taus 4
roaugbly tean wes dispatched immodiately to Vung Tau to begin reassembdly
operations.

As this reporting period ends, the following projects are in
progross or have boen conmpleted.

(1) Thirteen aircraft have been delivered tn in-country
location. E

(2) Revetnents for aircraft arc scheduled to begin irmediately,

(3) A comprehensive in-country flight treining ?rogran‘wﬂl
be conducted and supervised by other reconnaissance corpanies' instructor
pllots in accordanco with prescribed visusl reconnaissance techniques and

procedures, '

(4) Mess hall and latrines are projected to be comploted in
seven days.

(5) Installation of 2.75" rocket tubes is presently being
accornplished.

The enthusiasn, norale and esprit de corps displayed by each
individual menber cf the conmpeny is cormendable.

£, (C) During the past quarter, the 219th Reconnaissance Airplane
Conpany continued its prinary nission of visual reconnaissance of the nor-
thern portisn of the II Corps Tacticel Zone. In conjunction with the visual
roconnaissance progran for the Pleiku, Kontum, and Binh Dinh Provinces, the
conpeny provided continuous support for the nany ARWN and U.S. Forces opera-
tdens conduetod in thoso crors, Radio relay during daylight hours was

6
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ven to the 5th Special Foroces' Operation Omega, conducted in Pleiku -

vince. While supporting the 4th Infantry Division's Operntion "Francis
Marion", "Greeley" and "McArthur", two significemt contscts ocourred involve
ing aircraft of the 219th RAC, After the first contact on 4 September 1967,
which resulted in five eneny KIA and three captured, Captain Charles W, Barnes
and Werrant Officer 0'Dell Owens were awarded DFC's for their extreordinary
achievanent in locating and effecting tho destruction of. the eneryy foroce.
The second action, involving Captain Barmes again and Lioutenant Arthur
Morecraft, resulted in fortyenine North Vietnamese Amy KIA and three cap-
turede During both of these contacts, the aviators spottod the eneny force
vhile on routine visual reconnaissance missions, marked the targets, called
in Lrmy and Air Force air support, and directad and controlled oonbat assaults
into the target area. ' .

As an indication of the exceptionally high degree of unit norale,
the 219th Reconnaissance Airplane Compeny is currently operating with an
enlistod extension rate in excess of twenty-five percent. This high rorals
can be largely attributed to the outstending leadership displayed by the
officers and NCO's, the good 1iving conditions provided by the "Self-help"
progran of the corpany, and the proven velus, importance and accorplisiment
of the nission of the company. : '

With the arrival of newly formoed 0-1 compenies and thoir sub-
sequont deployrment in Vietnen, the 219tk Reconnaissance ALirplane Conmpany
1 has boen graduslly consolidating its assets into the northern three pro-
vinces of the II Corps Tactical Zone. Present plans indicate that by the
niddle of next quarter, the company will be operating solely in the Kontun
and Pleiku Provinces. ‘

ge (C) The 225th Surveillance Airplene Company, campletely opera=
| tional, flew day photographic, night irnfrered and side looking airborne
redar support of IFFV Headquarters. The unit is providing information and
intelligence to counter insurgency activitics throughout the II Corps area
ﬁ provides support to all /nerican and Allied Divisions and separate
godes,

_ The company operates on a twenty four hour per day basis with
seventy five percent of the flights conducted during the hours of darkness.
SLAR missions are conducted primarily in supnort of the Navy's Coastal
progran of detection and detaining unauthorized shipping. The nissions
are conducted at night under VFR and 1ight IFR conditicns under radar con-
trol off the coast. Clcse coordination is naintained with on-site navel
"Swift Boats" end nll noving targets are reported. Border surveillance
coversge has been performed, both day o~nd night, to build u» a data base
and to assist the 4th Infantry Division in their intelligence collection

7
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plan. Ninoty-five percent of infraraed missions are conducted et night and
occasionally during tho oarly evening hours. /)1 rissions are in support
of the entire Corps area and gonerally consist of from two to four terget
areas. Visual Reconnaissance is conducted during daylight hours. The
present aerial suveillance flying progren within each twonty four hour
period is as followw.

(1) VR/VP - One noring nission of two sortios and one after-
noon of two sorties,

(2) SLAR = two night —issions.
(3) IR - Four night rmissions.

During this roporting period, the 225th SAC has flown an
averagoe of twenty five to thirty hours daily, The corpany has avereged
six hundred hours per nonth and hes flown rore than twenty four hundred
hours since boconing operational.

2. (C) Intelligence and Countor Intelligence

a. Porsonnel Security. Units are failing to follow through on
personnel saecurity actions prior to departing CONUS, Parsgraph 18, USARV
Regulation 604-5, requires no validation nf final clearances for personnel
erriving in-country as part of a unit; finsl clearances previously granted
or velidated by that unit at last CONUS duty station remain valid. Also,
unit intelligence/security officers are not insuring that personnel per-
forming duties which require access to classified defense infornetion have
beegvﬁroperly investigated and access granted prior to departure for duty
in o Sane CONUS U,S, Arny Schools and installations are failing to
initiate personnel security actions for studsnts performning duties in MOS's

which require access. For instance, the Electronics school at Fort Huachuca,

Arizona does not request clearances for enroute TDY enlisted students who
are assigned to Mohawk units in Vietnan, Cormon MOS's in this category
are 05C, 268, 26M, 26N, 35L, 71P and 84G., Thc result is thet these school
treined enlisted personnel arrive in RVN without necessary security clear-
ancos and a sizeable portion of their twelve nonths tour is unproductive
due to the lack of a security cloarance, This has been brought to the
attontion of higher hoadquarters.

: b, CONUS unit cormanders are failing to conply with Departnent
of tho Amy policy which requires screening personnel records of enlisted
personnel in pay grades 86, E7, E8 and B9 and o national agency check

8
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initiated for all personnel who have not been granted e SECRET or higher
socurity clearance or for whom a notional agency check has not elready
been initiateds In May 1967, the battalion S-2 established inprocessing
procodures which insure sutnission of a request for e National Agency
Chock beforec .2 newly assigned E6 or above is further ecssigned to a
suborlinate unit,

3. (C) Oporations:

a. Operations: The 2234 Combat Suprort Avintion Battalion flew
a totrl of 18,581 sorties and 22,802 hours in supnort of operrtions in
Viotnan from 1 fLugust - 31 October 1967. The reconnaissance airplane con-
panics flow 13,436 sorties and a total of 17,541 hours in support of the
visual reconnalssance progran end othor comrdtnents in the II Corps Tactical
Zone, Battalion OV-1 aircraft flew 851 sorties and 1,801 hours. The 18th
Utility Aifplane Compary (U-1A's) flew 4,29/ sorties and 3,460 hours. The
18th UAC also transnorted 373 tons of cargo and airlifted 11,236 pessengers.

be Mendatory training requirements were nst covering subjocts

roquired by current dircctives. This training is conducted at company,
platoon or saction level as necassitated by tacticel deployment,

4e (U) Logistics: (See par~gravh 5, Part II)
5. (U). Civil affsirs: None
6, (U) Personncl:

a. Fron the period 1 fugust - 31 OctoLer 1967, the Battalion
suffered twenty one cassualties with six resulting in death.

b. Command Chrngos:

(1) Major Janes T, Bridges assuned cormend of the 18th
Utility Airplane Company on 21 August 1967 vice Licutenant Colonel John L.
Yunkor.

(2) Major Phillip Celdwell essuned carmand of the 1R5th
Reconnaissance Airplane Conpany on 18 Septenbor 1967 vice Major Biily Chefin,

(3) Major Fletcher H. Maffett assumcd cormend of ths 219th
Roconnaissance fAdrplane Conmpsny on 23 Septenber 1967 vice Major Eucie Spencer.

(4) Lieutenant Colonel lesliec H, Gilbert assumed camand of
the 223d Conbat Support Avietion Battelion on 1 Octobor 1967 vice Lieutenant
Colonel John H. Richardson.

9
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(5) Captain Harold Helns assuned cormand of the Headquarters
and Headquarters Dotachment, 223d Combat Support Aviation Battalion on
25 October 1967 vice Mirst ldeutenant Glenn J, Bricker.

~ 6s The following is a list of authorized end assigned strength
and avards recormended and awarded as of 31 October 1967:

AUH yle
OF W K AG OF W EM AG

HHD A. 2 8 109 15 86 103
¥th 16 38 19 173 12 83 16
256th 1 1 5 52 1 42 L4
163 1 o 8 9 1 8 9
1834 2 1

219th 41 1 115 157 30 98 134
3434 3 0 25 28 3 25 28
203d 32 1 95 128 29 90 120
225th 12 15 181 208 22 181 203
8218t 6 1 ‘1 18 1 20 21
589th 1 1 38 40 1 1 3% 3%
185t6 32 1 97 130 24, 92 118
TOTALS: 192 63 928 1183 165 37 857 1059

2
21
1
0
95 128 24, 3 98 125
6
0
1
0
0

N
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AWARDS RECOMMENDED AND AWARDED FOR THE MONTHS OF AUGUST, SEPTEMBER AND

OCTOBER 1967

SILVER STAR
LEGION OF MERTT
DIST FLYING CROSS
SOLDIER'S MEDAL
BRONZE STAR (Ser)
BRONZE STAR (Ach)
BRONZE STAR (Val)
AIR MEDAL

AM CLUSTERS

AIR MEDAL (Val)
ARCOM (Ser)
ARCOM (Ach)
ARCOM (Val)

PURPLE HEART
TOTAL:

o i

’é.

AlG SEP ocT

' EECD __AWD __RECD __AWD

o o 6 o 10 1 0
2 i 1 0 1 'o A 1
5 6 6 1 9 1 20 8
0 2 °o o o 0o -0 2
% 5 1w 7 9 9 % 2
1 0 10 1 1 3 1
10 °©o o 6 o 1 0
55 €0 68 22 2% & 1
12, 298 2 & 49 102 422 464
11 2 0 15 L6
2 1 2 0 U 3B 63 56
2 2 3 2 2 0 T 4
o 1 o o o 0 o 1
3 0 1 0 5 3 9 3
239 381 36, 107 121 236 7% 1P




. AVGD-DE 1, Novembar 1967
SUBJECT: Operstional Roport for Quarterly Period 31 October 1967

7. (U) Signal:t The 18th Aviation Company (Reliable) switchboard
has been canbined with Bvergreen switchboard opercted by the 2234 Combat
Support Aviation Battalion Cormunicetions Section, The merger of the two
switchboards has elininated duplication of offort ~nd provides better ser-
vice to subscriters.

The Battrlion Cormunications Section roceived the AN/VSC-2 high
froquency transceiver. Upon receipt of the transceiver, the comrunicetions
section had it operationanl within one hour. This set should enhance the
battalion's corrunications capability to its subordinate units as they
acquire the ssme equipnent. Although lirited in renge the AN/VSC-2 has
thus far exceeded expectations.,

SECTION II Cormander's Observation and Recormendations
Part It Observations (Lessons learncd)

1. (U) Personnel:
a. ITEM: Requirement for additional Tech Inspectors, MOS 67F20.

DISCUSSION: The reconnaissance airplane companies have nir-
craft located in fourteen different geogrephical arees. The companies
also have an organic aircraft field naintenance cepnbility. In order to
proporly conduct s qurlity control progran: at the field nmnintenance site
plus nonitor raintonance ot the meny outlying loc~tions, the ernpanies.
roquire a rminirur of three fixed wing aircr-ft inspectors, MOS 67F20. It
has been neeesscry to give WT to an airplare reonirman in order to nain-
tain a rinimum quality centrol progran of unit circraft neintenence. Cure
ront authorization provides for two perscnnel in MOS 67F20, Beceuse of the
wide dispersal of the Birddog units in Vietnam, these technical inspectors
aro rocquired to naintein aireraft naintenance quality centrnl,

OBSERVATION: Future MTOE's devised for RiC's operating in
Viotnan should roflect this requirarent.

b, ITEM: Infusion Progr-n

DISCUSSION: During the past guarter, the roconnaissance
airplane conpanies have expericnced a forty poreent turn-over in assigned
aviator personnel. Within this forty pcrcent orly eighteen percent have
been rotated to CONUS due to DEROSy The other twenty two percant have been
transferred as & rosult of infusion prograns =nd levies for cther job assign-
nents throughout the coamend. The continual movement of aviator personnel

12




\4' |

", AVGD-DE 1, Novenber 1967 ' f
SUBJECT: Oporational Report for Quarterly Period 31 October 1967

has a very detrinental effect on the unit's capability to perfom the
assigned nission of visual reconnaissance, crcates an unnecessary adnini-
strative burden due to repected changes in the cormand structure and has

an adverse effect on unit norale and esprit de corpss The present policy
of forning 0-1 units in CONUS and sending them to Vietnan as a unit night be
beneficial for unit integrity but actually creates additional problema, The
najor adverse effects ares i

“(1) 0-1 comprniecs lose experienced aviators which results in
e corresponding decrease in nission effectiveness.

(2) Increase in adninistrative and training requirenents !
vhick furthoradversely effect compeny sized units.

(3) Non-productivity of aviators until knowledgeable of area
of oporation. For those on a DEROS exchange this has taken approxinately
three to four weeks. For new aviators in-country the period of tire incroaes
to six weecks,

(4) Exprossed dissatisfaction by supported ground cormanders,
since it is their operations that are nost effccted.

OBSERVATION: In order to reduco perscnnel turbulacnee, nininize
or elininate DEROS "humps", the 0-1 and cver U-1l, avintor personnel should
bo sent to established units in Vietnan, through the norral replacenent
systen, prior to unit equipnent being roved. Avietors would be assigned
to operational units and becare proficient in-~country while a ssall E(’Apprcx-
inately four officers and 10 enlisted nen) rsar party nrepares the units
cquiment for movenent to Vietnan. If required, civilian assistance could
be used 4n CONUS to carplete necessary requircnents. By the tirme the equipe
nent arrived, the company headquertors could be established and proparoed to
tocone operationals Aviators in othor companics, whe have been sent through
the nornal replecanent process and are excess to USARV manning levels,
could then be transferred to the new unit. This woulds

(1) Mininize personnel turbulence.
(2) Mininize or eliminate DEROS "mmps'.

(3) Retain a high degree of stability in personnel supporting f
ground troops within their own area.

(4) Grsatly reduce administrative and training burdens.
13
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(5) Give to all areas nore continuity to the visual recone
naissance effort. .

c. ITBM: Persommel levy (Personnel Turbulence)

. DISCUSSION: During the querter, an increase of personnel levies
has ocaused nore than normal personnel turbulence. 4n increasc in levies
has taker qualified aviators fron the 0-1 units, leaving these units with
inexperianced aviators. 4lso, a lack of U-1 qualified aviators has caused
personnel turtulence within the battalion in sn attempt to keep U-1 quali-
fied personnel gvialable to the 18th UAC, ' NLE

OBSERVATION: Tinely and appropriate plecenent of new arrivals
in-country ooyld prevent a nejor part of this turbulence.

2, (c) O'ber;tions:

a. ITEM: Need for trained observers on all visual reconnaissance : -

flights.

‘ DISCUSSION: In order to have an effactive visual reconneissance
progran throughout the II Corps Tactical Zone, trained acrial observers

‘st be available for ench flight. Fron o safety point of view the pilot

- ‘'should not be expected to do the work of both nsvistor and observer. He.is

eoncerned mainly with flying the aircraft and his attention is divided
anong nany different areas.

Although three aerial observer schonls have been conducted by
units of the battalion, there still exists a critical shortage of qualified
aerial obscrvers throughout the provinces of II Corps. Many ARVN officers
vho wero trained for observer duties have boen diverted to other duties,
vhile others are sinply disintorestad in the visual reconnaissance pregran
as evidenced by their chronic tardiness for flights and lack of preparatione--
no naps, weapons, ete. Crew chiefs, cooks, clerks and other untrained
personnoel are currently utilized on nany flights dus to the shortage of
treined observers. 4As a result much vitzl intelligence information is over-
looked and on ths other hand personnel are token fror their prinary duties
to act as observers.

In order to have an offoctive visual reconnaissance progren
it is inperative that the same terrain be kopt under constant surveillance
by the same observer and pilot. This observer rmst be available on 2 daily
basis, and only thon will the aviator/observer tesm be able to truly funce
tion as a tean.
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. OBSERVATION: Trained observers aro essentisl for the visual
roconnuasnnco progren.

. -JTEMs Use of M=26 hnnd greno.de and rifle adapted leuncher
in an anti-aircraft role by Viet Cong in Phu Yen and Binh Dinh Provinces,
Republic of Vietnen.

DISCUSSION: Pilots first thought the air burata obsorvod
were nortars. Howewver, captured documents substantiate that the M-26 is
fired from a rifle with an adapted launcher. To date, no aircraft have
boen danaged by this weapon. The round usually detonates approximately
200 feet above the ground. Captured documents and equiment indicate that
the VC consider this weapon to be effective against light observetion air- |
craft and helicopters. : t

OBSERVATION: Avistors must be aware of this anti-aircraft

threat.
ce ITBM: Aerial Delivery of lLeaflets.

DISCUSSION: Often during this type of operation, the nmaterial
being dropped is blown back into the tail surface of the aircraft. This
can ensily becane a safety hazard if the naterial bescanes lodged between
tho eslevator and the horigontal stabilizer.

OBSERVATION: Extension of 30° - 40° of flaps greatly increases
the angle of down wash which ccuses the leaflets to drop well below the tail
surfacos. Also, if the leaflets are bended loosely with a rubber band they
will hold together long enough to conplotely clear the aircraft before die-
persing.

- 4o ITEM:s Navigation and terrain avoidance equipment in the OV-l i
aircraft, . i

DISCUSSION: The installation of TACAN equipment to provide

. reoliable navigation and the installation of terrain avoidance radar to pro-

vido & capabllity to descend in valleys in order to remain within systen
1irdtations would greatly enhance mission success. A terrain avoidance
radar coupled with the auto-pilot would allow a reasongbly constant eltitude
to be flown over the terrain which would result in greater intelligence
boing gained by the Infrared Systen and would groatly inprove the success
of night wurveillance missions in rountaircus terrain.
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OBSERVLTION: A TACAN receiver installod in the OV-l aircraft
would greatly improve the ntility to navigate during the hours of darkmess
and would allow nany targets to be complated that would otherwise be un-
successful when the doppler system failed or proved inaccurate es it does
on apnroxinately fifteen to twenty targets per month. A forward looking
terrain avridance radar coupled with the auto-pilot systen would allow
constant terrain clearance altitutde to be flown and wculd greatly increase
the intelligence informetion gained from the infrared systan.

oo ITEM: Bnployment of the AN/TAQ-1A infrared data torminal
station in the central highlands of the RVN (OV-1),

DISCUSSION: The line of sight limitation of the trensrdtter
for the AN/T/AQ-1A Data Terninal Station causes the systen tc be practically
usoless when used in nmounteincus terrain. On the majority of the infraraed
surveillance flights conducted in the II Corps erea of operrtions, line of
sight cannot be naintained as altitude over targets is low and sccure
areas where the stetlon could be placed are loc~ted in wvalleys or elong
the coast rather than on high ground, The lir~ited range of the air to
ground transnittor further reduces the ebility to effectively enploy the
systan in the central highleonds., Only one area in the II Corps A0 is con-
ducive to adequate employment and that is in the plateau area southwost
of Ploiku, Only about five poercent of the infrared nissinns flown by tkis
unit are in this area, and thereforc it is uneconomical to employ the
systen for this snall percentage of targets.

OBSBRVITION: The IN/TAQ-1A Infrared Data Tcrnminal Station
cannot be effectively employed or utilized in the present counter insur-
goiicy type setions boing condueted in the central highlends of South Vietnanm.
This is primarily due to the linc of sight and rang- linitaticns of the
transnittor. Thoy can btest be aiployed in the delta or flal lands of the
Rcpublic of Vietnan.

f. ITEM: Dopplor Inaccuracies

DISCUSSION: Infrared missions each month either abort or fail
to get sufficient coverage on approxinataly twonty targets due to domler
inaccuracies or failure. The reason for the problans experienced has not
baen pin-pointed to date, but indications of excessive vibraticn caused
by the M3Al steel planking runway ard taxiway ere nresent. Sets will opercte
in most cases successfully for a period of twenty days and then conplote
re~-aligment and adjustnents rust be nade. Parts resupnly for doppler con-
pononts is also very slow,
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OBSERV.TION: Doppler failures and inaccuracies have ccused
mmerous target aborts. It apnearw that sone environnentel condition is
a possible cause of this. Indicaticns are that vitration of runway and
taxiway at Phu Hiep AAF nay contribute to this difficulty.

g. ITEM: Observers, MOS 26820

DISCUSSION: Observers arriving in the 225th SAC are nission
roady and trained for IR and SLAR assigmmonts. The Conbet Surveillanco
School at Fort Huachuce, Arizona is doing an exenplary job in training '
personnel for MOS 26E20, To date all new observers have requirsd only a u
unit orientation and tactical briefing prior to assuning their dutics as |
an observer. :

OBSERVATION: None
h, ITEM: Care and cleaning of RO-166, Rupid Data Processor.

DISCUSSION: The use of a 3 CFM air compressor irn cleaning of
processor rollers has reduced in-flight foilures of the rollers. The MK 662
cleaning kit does not have sufficient bellows cquipment to force water or
alr through the rcllers to clean them properly. The use of the air conpres-
sor to "blow out" the roller prior to a mission does away with moisturc
fron condensation in the rollers, The dry roller allows a clear print on
the radar nep instoad of a fog or dark print due to 2 diluted nixture of
develover when tho roller is not ceonpletely dry.

OBSERVATION: The use of water under prossure as well as air
to clean and Ary rollers reduces in-flight feilure of rcllers.s The dry
storagc of rollers helps reduce fungus ccusing blockage of roller.

i. ITEM: Enploynont of OV-1B (SLAR) Areraft

DISCUSSION: Thoe OV-1B (SLAR) Aircraft arc employed tactically
in II Corps of RWN for swvefllance of the coastlines nightly and strategi-
cally on the international boundaries on an "on ecall" basis,

OBSERVATION: The SLAR is not effective in the centrel area
of II Corps due to not being able to penetrate the jungle canopy. There
arc no restricted free fire areas or curfew inland. The effectiverness of
erea scarch undor these oconditions is very linited. Along the coast in a
tactical role the SLAR has cnabled the Navy to incrense their coastal sur-
veillance nission by having positive information on all coastal traffic
nightly, On tho international boundaries, nc targets have been observed
to date,
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jo ITBM: Supported units lack of knowledge of capatilities and
linitations of IR Systam (OV-1),

DISCUSSION: Many units in the corps area are not aware of the
capabilities and limitations of the AN/UAS-4A infrared system. As a result
many targets requested have little chance of completion due to terrain and
weathor factors. Because of this leck of knowledge, & briefing hes been
conduoted at the corps nonthly intelligence conference and a unit briefing
toan is being organized to travol to supported units to overcome the above

deficiency.

OBSERVATION: The lack of knowledre of the capabilitics and
limtations of the infrared systam on the part of supported units can be
terporarily overcome through briefings. This rmst be a cortinuing process,
however, sinoce S-3 and G-2 sections experience a continual turnover of

persornels
ks ITEM: Camera Systen KA-30 (OV-1)

DISCUSSIONt The Visual Reconnaissance Platoon has experienced
difficulty with the Thompson Optics Version of the KA30 camera body drive ’
systan, The drive clutch cannot keep up with filn spoed while operating at -
500 foot and below, at speeds exceeding approxirately 220 knots. Malfune-
tions have been experienced with the corputer set on 1000 foet and 200 knntse
411 of the eleven feilures experienced during tho period 8-21 September 1967
woro attributed to filn jamming due to tho failurc of the take-up reel -
drive systen to take-up the required rmount ~f exposed film.

OBSERVATION: Exporionce of this unit indicated that the
Thonpson Optics Vorsion of the KA-30 comera systen does not perforn as well
as the original Chjcago Aerial KA-30. The two Chicapo Aerial Systams in
this unit have sparated with 1008 reliability.

1, IT®M: Use of 0.1 aircraft for cormand and control ship in
connection with ground operctions.

DISCUSSIONt O-1 aircraft are boing utilized as C&C ships for

"Eaglo Flights" in the Kontum Province. "Edgle Flights" are combat assaults
ty a ready, stendby unit on targets of opportunity, or areas of suspocted
cneny activity. The size of the unit is usually compeny size or smaller
(ARVN), airlifted in 6 to 9 UH-1 aircraft. The flight can in most instences
to placed into the selocted LZ in one wave., The tergets are known eneny
porsonnel detocted during the course of a routine visual reconnaissance
rnission or areas deternined to be likely enemy base carps, etce The use

of tho O-1 in this capacity has proven highly satisfactory. The O=1 cen
renain on station for three hours and the aviator'!s familiarity with the AO

18

CONFIDENTIAL

-




— T ——

- = -

CONFIDENTIAL

AVGD-DE 1/ November 1967
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period 31 October 1967

" offers mumerous advantages, These are: (1) a thorough mowledge of enemy

movement in the A0 acquired througn daily VR of tho A0, (2) pilot can rapidly

. £4x positions with six digit coordinates and (3) the pilot can readily call

‘artillery, tactical air, and Army gunships if needed, and control these as

the command and catrol observer sees fit., The C&C observor has two FM radios
and one UHF radio available on board, The two FM radios ocem be utilised for

automatic radio relay if desirod, Compared to other aircraft, the O-1 is leu.

costly to operate and requires less maintenance, thus lose down time,

CBSERVATION: The O-1 aircraft is efficlent and econmomical as &
Command and Control ship for small unit operations,

m, ITEM: Survival Equipment
DISCUSSION: Aviators of this battalion are experiencing dif-

ficulty in obtaining full aft right travel on the control stick due to the new-

"log type" survival lkdt, FSN 8465-201~07,1, being strapped to the leg. The

US Air Force survival vest, mesh type, FSN 8415-933-6231, can be modified to
accomodate all the survival equipment contained in the "leg type" kit, plus

survival maps, survival radio, pistol or revolver and ammmition, The vest

will comfortably fit over the protective flak vest or armor breast plate,

OBSERVATION: This modification, which has been adopted by sove
eral units of this battalion, provides a satisfactory method of carrying
survival equipment and removes the survival kit from the log thoreby elimine
ating this safoty bazard, (Sece incls 1 & 2)

n. ITEM: Panoramic aerial photographs of airmobile operational

DISCUSSION: Prior to a battalion size airmobile helicopter

" assault operation, an OV-l aircraft of the 225th Surviellance Airplanc Company

was used to take a panoramic oblique photograph of the area to be assaulted,
The acrial photograph was taken by the Fairchild.Hiller KA 60 nose mounted
camera, Tho photograph was taken at the altitude and from the direction of
the intended helicopter flight path, and included the landing zonos, The
photograph was used to pre-~briof the helicopter aircrows and provided a clear
unmistakable view of the operational area, and reduced pro-operation reconne
aissance flights and confusion during the operation, :

OBSERVATION: Oblique panoramic aerial photographs can be used
to considerable advantage by airmobilo forces,

3. (U) Training and Organization: None
19
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4Le (U) Intelligence:

e — =1

a, ITEM: Inadequate dobriofing of pilot=obscrver team by quale
ified S-2 personnel immediatoly follwoing each visual reconnaisscnce flight,

DISCUSSION: Thero exists throughout the provinces of II
Corps a definite need for qualified porsonnel to debrief the pilot-obscrver
team following each flight, Approximately five hundred signficant intoll-
igenco sightings are turned in weekly by the threo O-1 companies operating in
II Corps. These sightings are turncd in either by spot reports as they occur
or in writing to sactor personneol doily, The sightings are then forwarded
to II Corps G=2 Air where they are consolidated and transmittoed on the fol-
lowing days intelligence summary, It is not possible to predict how rmuch
vital intelligence information is lost due to the lack of timely dcbriefing
of pilots and observers .by qualified S-2 personnel, In a few soctors' (Kontum
Dalat) debriefings are conducted by qualificd S-2 persomnel and the rcsults
have boon outstanding, Howover, in some of the provinces of II Corps, adequate
dobriofing procedures have not boen cstablished by Scctor Peramncl, The duty
of the pillot and observer is to gather the intelligonco information, but the
responsibility should not be placcd on them to determine what information is
important and what is not as they arc not aware of the entire intelligence
picture.

OBSERVATIONt Ry stationing qualified S.2 parsonnel at aach
sSector haadquartaers, with the primary mission of debriefing, pilote and ob-
sarvers returning from each mission could receive an adequate debriefing.

b, ITEM: Intelligence information available to US Forces
noving into one or more of the II Corps Provinces te begin a Tactical Operation,

DISCUSSION: The most detailed up-to~date intclligenco ine
formation sourcos available to IS Ferces moving into one of the II Corps
provinces is the Sector S=2, Prior to moving into an arez the division or
brigade S-2 should request an intelligoncc bricfing from the Sector S=2,

This briefing is at times not requested by US Forces and on one occasion was
offered by the Sector S~2 and turncd down by a US brigadc S-2, The lst Av=-
iation Brigade Operations Manual states that the basic agency for collocting
and monitoring intelligenco in RVN is the sector headquarters and that the:
sector S-2 advisor should be consulted prior to planning and oxecuting an oper-
ation in that sector, Although tho above quote was taken from the lst Aviation
Brigade Operations Manual and applics only to Brigade units it is roasonable

to as:ume that other US units would dosire the same up to date intelligence
information, :

OBSERVATION: Current intolligence information is avail-
able from Sector S-2 personnel,
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5. (U) Logistics:
a, ITEM: Protoctive clothing for personnel arming 2,75"

DISCUSSION: There has been two accidental firings of tho
2,75" rockets during arming., In one instanco, the crew chief was protected
by en APH-5 flight helmet with visor down, fatigue jacket with sleeves rolled
down, and heavy duty work gloves, During the accidontal firing, the crew
chief's hands and face werc within inches of tho rocket motor but due to the
protective clothing he was wearing, he suffered no burns, The helmet also
protected his cars from the motor blast noise, '

OBSERVATION: Utilization of this readily available clothe
ing and equipment for this purpose is a sound safety practice.

be ITEM: Engine Oil Loaks

DISCUSSION: This unit has experienced many oil leaks
where the cngine driven oil pump mounts onto the engine acessory case,

OBSERVATION: The lcaks have been stopped by locally man-
ufacturing a fibor gasket aud installing it at the baek of the oil pump.
This gasket is identical to the one found on engines which are overhauled
and returned to service by ARADMAC dopot, Corpus Christi, Texas,

¢, ITEM: Drain Adapter, Fucl P/N 0600-941-8721.

DISCIS:ION: Some O=l circraft are modified with selfw-
sealing fuel tanks, On those tanks, the drain adapter, fuel P/N 0600-51,-
54, FSN 1560-941-8721, is made of very eoit aluminum and can easily be stripe
ped out when removing and installing the valve, drain, fucl P/N 1278,
FSN 2915-624-6950, located at the bottom of the aircraft firewall,.

OBSERVATION: Maintecnancc personncel must exercise caution
when removing and installing tho fuol dr2in valve,

d, ITEM: Housing, Push Rot, P/N 534603, FSN 2810=396-3861.

DISCUSSION: The 183d Rcconnaissancc Airplunc Coumpany
has roccived four 0-470-11B enginecs to £ill roquisitions for 0-470-114 cngines,
FSN 2810~064~6520, Threce of thesc engines are equipped with housing, push
rod, P/N 534603, FSN 2810-1396-3861 and spring push rod, P/N 626147, FSN
2810=072~4625, Thesc assembliecs are commonly found on the O=470-15 engine,
FSN 2810-600-4663. \ ‘

OBSZRVATION: This unit has found that the houaing, push
rod P/N 531183, FSN 2810-210-5297, normally used on the 0=470-11A ongine is
interchangablc with the new items found on the 0-47C-11B and O=470-15 ongine
and thore is no noed to stock both types of push rod housings in tho unit
ASL, (Authorized Stockage List). 2
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a, ITEM: FM Emorgency General Frequency,

. DISCUSSION: The O=l aircraft in Vietnam are equipped with
two ™ receiver/transmitters end ono UHF roceiver/transmitter, The majority
of missions for the G-l aircraft are conducted on FM frequencies and often
in areas vhere UHF is ineffective due to terrain intorference.

OBSERVATION: An FM emergency "guard" froquency common to
all towers and flight following facilities would facilitate the making of an
emergoncy call to radios monitoring the FM guard channel, It is also valuable
in tho ovent the only UHF airborne radio bocomes inoperative, loaving tho
pilot without any guard capability, Prosontly, an aireraft with an inoper-
ative UHF radio is reportod not mission ready oven though the two FM radios

are oporating,
Part iI Rocommendations
1, (U) Porsonncl:

ITEM: Roforence Section II, Part I, paragraph la, requirement for
additional Technical Inapectors, MOS 67F20.

RECOMMENDAT@N: That the curront TO&E be modified so as to auth-
orize each Osl company three slots for a 67F20 MOS (Technical Inspector).

2, (C) Operations:

a, ITEM: Roference Soction II, Part I, paragraph 2a, ncod for
trained observers,

RECOMMENDATION ¢ That II Corps assist ARVN porsonnel in estab=
lishing observer schools, and that graduates of these schools be assigned
the primary duty as aerial obsocrver for a minimm of one year,

b, ITEM: Reference Section II, Part I, paragraph 2b, Usc of Mw26
hand grenade and rifle adapted launcher in an anti-aircraft role by the Viet
Cong. '

RECOMMENDATION: Dissonination of this information to other units,

¢, ITEM: Roference Section II, Part I, paragraph 2d, Navigation
and Torrain avoidance oquipment in tho OV-1l aircraft,

RECOMMENDATION: Install TACAN oquipment in all OV-l aircraft,
22
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d, ITEM: Reference Section II, Part I, paragraph 20, Employmont

' ,of. the AN/TAQ-1A,

RECOMMENDATION: Tho AN/TKQ-2 SLAR and An/TAQ-1A IR ground link

' terminal stations should be transfored to units operating in terrain moro

suitable for their use, C

e, ITEM: Referonce Section II, Part I, paragraph 21, Employment
of OV-1B SLAR aircraft.,

RECOMMEMDATION: (1) Establish curfews, free fire areas and
restrictod areas inland and along coast,

- (2) Gdve SLAR priority of offort with Navy to
pormit immediate response by Navy of SLAR spot reports,

£, ITEM: Reforence Section II, Part I, paragraph 2j. Supported
units lack of knowledge of capabilities and limitations of IR syste,

RECOMMENDATION: (1) Insuroc S-2 and G=2 Air personnol receive
training in this field, :

(2) OV-1 unit liaison officer at supporting
unit headquarters (i.e. IFFV G-2 Air) be highly knowledgable individual in
the total acrial surveillanco system and continually advise G-~2 Air pers mnel
as woll as all roquestors on Mohawk sensor capabilities and limitations,

-, KASO ITEM: Roference Section II, Part I, paragraph 2k, Camera
sys . .

RECOMMENDATION: That the Thompson Optics Version of tho KA-30
Camera systom be modified to insure proper operation of the. take up reel

~drive, or that these cameras be replacod by the Chicago Aerial KA-30 system,

3.. (U) Training and Organization: None
4e (U) Intelligonce
' a, ITEM: Roference Scction II, Part I, paragraph 42, In-
adequate debriofing of pilot obsorvoer toams by qualified S-2 personnel ime
mediately following each visual reconnaissance flight,
RECOMMENDATION: Roquest that II Corps station qualifiod

S-2 personnel at each soctor hoadquartors to debrief pilots and observers
at the completion of ocech visual reconnaissance flight,
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SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quartorly Period 31 Octobor 1967

b, ITEM: Reference Scction II, Part I, paragraph 4b, Intels
6 information available to US Forces moving into ons or more of the
II Corps Provinces to begin a tactical oporation,

RECOMMINDATION: US Forces should request a briofing by
appropriate sector S-2!s prior to beginning a tactical operation in II Corpss

5. (U) Logistics:

a, ITEM: Reference Scction II, Part I, paragraph 5a, Prote
ttoctive clothing for personnel arming 2,75" rockets tO-l).

RECOMMENDATION: That persomnel arming 2,75" rockets on Owl
aircraft be equipped with minimm protective clothing consisting of APE helw
met, or equivalent, with visor, long aleoved jacket and leather gloves to
completely cover exposed hands and forearms,

b, ITEM: Reforence Section II, Part I, paragraph 5b, Engine
oil leaks,

RECOMMENDATION: That information comcerning tho locally
fabricated oil pump gasket be disseminated to all using units, ‘

6. (U) Other: None

. uh it

1 « Sketch Survival Vest (Ft View) LTC, OB
.2 = Skotch Survival Vest (Roar Viow) Commandihg

DISTRIBUTION:

3 = ACSFOR DA

2 = OIN USARPAC

3 « CG USARV

1 -~ 18T AVN BDE

1. IV ,
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVGD-8C (15 Nov 67) lst Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Repart for Quarterly Period Ending 51 Ostober 1987

HRADQUARTERS, 17TH COMBAT AVIATION GROUP, APO 96240 28 Nov 67
70: Commanding General, lst Field Farce Vietnam, APO 96240

1o (U) The 228d CMAB Operational Report for Quarterly Period Bnding
31 Oct 67 is forwarded for information and sstion as NOCOSsAry,

2, (C) This Headquarters has reviewed the report and concurs with
the following exception: Reference Personnel item in Seetion II, hart II,
para 1; Non<Concur. Recent Oroup relocatiom of O-1 sssets has allieviated
this requirement through redustion of of lesatior of O-1 units. Adequate
maintenance supervisors are vrovided by MTOE (Submitted Ost 67) to insure
quality controls This is substantiated by an average aircraft availability

Mg I

MAJOR , Infantry
Adjutant

"FOR THE COMMANDER s
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AVFA-GC-OT (L4, Nov 67) 2d Ind .
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned for Quarterly Period Ending
31 October 1967 RCS CSFOR=-65 UIC WDZKAA 223d CSAB (u)

HEADQUARTERS, I FIELD FORCE VIETNAM, APO 96350

T0: Commanding General, lst Aviation Brigade, APO 96307 1 7 DEC 1967
This headquarters has reviewed the 223d Combat Support Aviation Bat-

talion Operational Report = Lessons Learned for the quarterly period ending ’

31 October 1967 and concurs with the recommendations and observations as

modified by the previous indorsement,

FOR THE COMMANDER:

JAMES P, GASTON
Capisin, AGC
secw 1 Adjutust Ceneral
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AVBA=C (14 Nov 67) 3rd Ind
SUBJLCT: Operational keport for Quarterly Period 31 Uctober 1967
(l..CS CSFOim=05) UIC WDZKAA (U)
DEC 2 8108}

HEADQUARTELS, 1ST AVIATION BRIGADE, AFO 96384

THSU: Commanding General, US Army Vietnam, ATIN: AVHGC-DST, AFO 96375
Commander in Chief, US Army Pacific, ATIN: GPCP-OT, AFO 96558

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Decarbment of the Army
(ACSFOR DA), Washington, D.C. 20310

1. This headquarters has reviewed subject report of the 223d Combat
Support Aviation Battalion, considers it to be adequate and concurs with the
contents as indorsed.

2. The following additional co.ment is considered pertinent: neference
Section II, Part I, para 5a.and b, page 24; this headquarters will obtain
additional information conccrning these observations and will publish the infor-
mation in the monthly supply and maintenance letter.

F&i THE CCMIANDEn:

M. GOLD Nil ?
T, AGC

Asst Adjutant General
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AVHGC-DST (14 Nov 67) 4th Ind (C)
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period 31 October 1967
(RCS CSFOR-65)

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY VIETNAM, APO 96375 £ 3 JAN 1368

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558 ’
l. (U) This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons
Learned for the quarterly period ending 31 October 1967 from Headquarters,
223d Combat Support Aviation Battalion (DLKA) as indorsed.

2. (C) Pertinent comments follow:

a. Reference item concerning AN/ARN-52 TACAN, page 15, para-
graph 2d: Concur. Limited quantities are available in RVN in units equipped
with U-21 and OV-1 aircraft. The distribution plan for the TACAN receiver
includes units of the 223d Battalion.

b. Reference item concerning terrain avoidance radar for OV-1
aircraft, page 15, paragraph 2d: Nonconcur with requirement as stated. The
stated requirement for a terrain avoidance radar is contradictory. A terrain
avoidance radar coupled to the auto-pilot would not allow for a reasonable con-
stant altitude to be maintained unless the aircraft were flown at sufficient al-
titude to clear all terrain obstacles. To obtain suitable IR and especially
SLAR imagery, the aircraft must be maintained in a stable altitude along a
constant track. For aircraft flying below obstacle heights, the aircraft would
be required to bank and climb, destroying the IR and SLAR readouts. Air-
craft flown at sufficient altitude to clear all terrain obstacles need only en-
gage the altitude hold mode of the auto-pilot in order to maintain a constant
barometric altitude. A terrain avoidance radar is a stated requirement in
Combat Development Objectives Guide, however, a suitable system has not
been developed to meet this requirement. If a requirement exists for this
type of equipment in RVN, an ENSURE action should be submitted by the unit
with suitable justification.

c. Reference item concerning improved methods for cleaning rollers
of the block assembly of the RO-166 SLAR imagery recorder, page 17, para-
graph 2h, Improved methods for cleaning the RO-166 rollers should be sub-
mitted by the using unit as an EIR to ECOM,

5 Downgraded at 8 year Intervals
28 Declassified after 12 years
DOD DIR 5200.10
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AVHGC-DST (14 Nov 67)

- SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period 31 October 1967

(RCS CSFOR-65)

d. Reference item concerning the Thompson Optics version of the
KA-30 camera, page 18, paragraph 2k; and page 23, paragraph 2g: Concur,
Difficulties encountered with the Thompson Optics version of the KA-30
camera drive system have been reported by other Mohawk units. Equipment
deficiencies should be submitted as an EIR to ECOM. KA-30 cameras are
included in the closed loop maintenance support system. Two cameras will
be evacuated each month to CONUS for rebuild.

e. Reference item concerning supported units lack of knowledge of
capabilities and limitations of IR system, page 23, paragraph 2f: Concur.
The lack of properly trained G2/S2 Air personnel has been identified as an
important shortcoming of the reconnaissance system in Vietnam. The re-
cently completed USARV pamphlet on the utilization of the aerial surveillance
company, when distributed, will provide adequate information about the
AN/VAS-4A system for the G2/S2 Air. The G2 Air Course conducted monthly
by the 1st Military Intelligence Battalion (ARS) also provides a means of up-
grading the proficiency of G2/S2 Air personnel in all aspects of G2/S2 Air
work.

f. Reference item concerning intelligence information available to
US Forces moving into new areas to begin tactical operations, page 24, para-
graph 4b: Concur. The province S2 and the district S2 have the latest avail-
able information concerning the conditions and VC situation within their areas.
The Sector Operations Intelligence Center (SOIC) at province level and the
District Operations Intelligence Coordination Center (DOICC) provide co-
ordinating points for the exchange of information and conduct of operations
within their areas.

g« Reference item concerning protective clothing, page 24, para-
graph 5a: Concur that protective clothing should be worn during the arming
of 2. 75 rockets on O-1 aircraft. It should be noted, however, that AHP-5
helmets were not stocked for that purpose. Field jackets are a regular item
of issue to enlisted men and could be used by the armament personnel, Ac-
cordingly, heavy leather gloves are a regularly stocked item.

h. Reference item concerning engine oil leaks, page 24, paragraph
5b. Insufficient information is provided concerning what model engine is
giving oil leak problems. Action in 3d Indorsement, paragraph 2 is deemed
adequate.
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AVHGC-DST (14 Nov 67)
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period 31 October 1967
(RCS CSFOR-65)

3. (U) A copy of this indorsement will be furnished to the reporting

unit through channels.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

D. E. TUMAN
Maijor, AGC
Asst Adjutant General
Copy furnished:
HQ, 223d Cbt Spt Avn Bn
HQ, 1st Avn Bde
30
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GPOP-DT(14 Nov 67) (U) 5th Ind
SUBJECT: Operationsl Report for the Quarterly Period Endimg 31 October
1967 from HQ 223d Cbt 8pt Avn Bn (UIC: WDLKAA) (RCS CSFOR-65)

HQ, US ARMY, PACIFIC, APO uén Francisco 96558 1 MAR 1968

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding
indorsements and concurs in the report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

. F. OSBO
MAJ, AGC
Asst AG
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3. Survival kit, Inggi 1sg type (attached to vest),

‘ Incl lq

t-in

4, FPocket for eurvi y #¥ 10,
5, lxtra flapes, hapd=held, night/day,
6. Pistol,

0, RT 10
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Puilt-in poskat- Used for survival maps (plastie)and strobe light,
ket for extra clips for 45 pistol o

extra 38 cal rounds,
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| ;" 1B Alr Force Survival Vest, Mech Type (Modified) VSN 8415-933-6231

REAR VIEW

1, Pistol, cal .45 or cal .38 w/holster,

Incl 2, 33
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